T iMTXp-n Statfs Patent and Trademark Office 



Al^ri.lC ATION NO 



I II IN(. [)A1 I- 



09 ??S.279 



04 25 2(K)() 



I IKS [ NAM[:i> INA IMOK 



Stephen lit) I lock 



UMTKU ST.\'[ IvS DKI'AirrM KNT <)V ( ( )MM KK( K 
Unitt-a States I'lUi-iit and rrndcmarU OfTic t- 



Ak-xaiklriH.. \'i:y)iun 2: U ^ 1 l^O 
www liSiiiM ij'n 



ATlORNivV [)()(. Ki:r NO. 



CONI IKMA I iON NO 



T1I()K.00()2 



X924 



William B Patterson 
Thomason Moser & Palterson LLP 
3040 Post Oak Boulevard 
Suite 1500 

Houston, TX 77056 



[-:xamin[-:k 



THOMAS, COURTNEY 0 



ART UNIT 



FAPHR NUMBER 



2882 

DATHMAILHD: 07/10/2003 



Please 



,e find below and/or attached an Office communication concernmg this appHcat.on or proceeding. 



['T()'^M)C (Re\, 0^-01 ) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/558,279 



Examiner 

Courtney Thonnas 



Applicant(s) 

HOLLOCK ET AL. 



Art Unit 

2882 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 2 MONTH(S) FROM 

. I, NO period for reply is specified above the °^ /^"^.^^^^^^^^ ,o become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )|3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 08 April 2003 . 
2a)n This actionis FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) ^ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters Prosecu^°" '"^"^^ 

closed SSrdance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 . 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 0 Claim(s) 1:32 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) ^32 is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q ciaim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on ?5Aoril2000 is/are: a)n accepted or b)0 objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on 0_3JanMm2QQ3 is: a)0 approved b)^ disapproved by the Exam.ner. 
If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-{d) or (0. 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)0 None of: 

1 0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 □ copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17 2(a)). 

-> see the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified cop.es not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional aPPjcafion b^^" J^^^-^^^ 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic pnonty under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 



1) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) , 



4) □ Interview Summary {PTO-41 3) Paper No{s). 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: 
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U S Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev, 04-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 16 



Application/Control Number; 09/558,279 ^^8^ ^ 

Art Unit: 2882 

DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 
separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 
150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the 
printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims such as means 
and "said " should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficieiitly to assist 
readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the 
title It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns, 
"The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it is written in two paragraphs and 
contains more than 150 words. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities, with regards to the 
claim language, the disclosure does not provide any antecedent basis for the "frusto-conical" 
second reflector, recited in claim 12. 

4. The disclosure attempts to presem preferred features of the invention by referencing 
annexed claims 2-28 (p. 3, 16-18). Examiner notes this is improper since the statemem does not 
provide a detailed description of what applicants believe to be their invention and additionally, 
does not provide precedence for claimed features. Furthermore, Examiner notes that claims 2-28 
are not set and are subject to amendment, cancellation and or addition of claims. Therefore 
applicant is reminded that the specification requires a detailed description of the invention for 
which a patent is solicited (see MPEP 608.01). 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Drawings 

5. The drawings are objected to because it appears from the specification that Fig. 1 
represents Prior Art. Applicants are reminded that all Figures relating to Prior Art should be 
appropriately labeled "Prior Art." (see MPEP 608.02 (g)) A proposed drawing correction or 
corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1-32 are allowed. 

7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter 

8. Prior art samples: 



9. 




Figures la, 2a - U.S. Patent 5,393,978 to Schwarz 
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Figure 1 - U.S. Patent 5,677,529 to Hofmann et al. 
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Figures 6, 8 - U.S. Patents 5,929,445 and 6,239,437 to Barone 
12 As per claims 1 and 29 and dependent claims 2-28 and 30-32, the prior art teaches an 

apparatus comprising a lens and detector array arranged to define a first field of view (see Prior 
art Figs, above). Examiner notes that the prior art teaches systems that optionally provide 
focused images of a distant scene onto a detection array, such as illustrated in Fig. la above. The 
examiner however, found no reference in the prior art that disclosed or made obvious an 
apparatus comprising a reflector arranged between a plane of a detector array and a plane of a 
lens to define a second field of view that extends beyond a first field of view and to reflect onto 
the detector array radiation entering the lens from outside the first field of view as recited in 
independent claims 1 and 29, 
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Conclusion 



13. This application is in condition for allowance except for the following formal matters: 
As noted above. 

Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte 
Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this letter. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Courtney Thomas whose telephone number is (703) 306-0473. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M - F (9 am - 5 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessftil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ed Glick can be reached on (703) 308 4858. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9318 for regular 
communications and (703) 872-9319 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0530. 

Courtney Thomas 

July 7, 2003 yP^y 




